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This section contains information about the Minimum Data Set (MDS) – Version 2.0 for 
Nursing Home Resident Assessment and Care Screening (MDS 2.0) form.  For general 
policy information, refer to the TAR Completion for Long Term Care section of this manual. 

Minimum Data Set for Nursing Home Resident Assessment and 
Screening (MDS 2.0) 

Federal law requires that all Nursing Facilities (NFs) establish a uniform system for 
assessing each resident’s ability to perform Activities of Daily Living (ADL).  The state has 
designated the Minimum Data Set (MDS) – Version 2.0 for Nursing Home Resident 
Assessment and Care Screening (MDS 2.0) form as the Resident Assessment Instrument 
(RAI) to be used by NFs certified by the State to participate in the Medicare and Medi-Cal 
programs.  These NFs are required to conduct resident assessments on a regular basis 
using the MDS information.   

Required Fields on the MDS 2.0 for TAR Authorization 

To receive initial authorization, providers must complete the asterisked (*) items on the MDS 
2.0 form within 10 working days of admission and attach a photocopy to the completed Long 
Term Care Treatment Authorization Request (LTC TAR, form 20-1).  The California 
Department of Public Health (CDPH) Licensing and Certification Program requires that 
providers complete the entire MDS 2.0 form within 14 calendar days from admission and 
keep the completed form in the patient’s clinical record.  These time frames are identical. 

Developing a Resident Assessment Instrument 

NFs may use the computerized version of the MDS 2.0 instead of using the MDS 2.0 hard 
copy form.  Any other form developed by an NF must contain exactly the same wording in 
exactly the same order as the MDS 2.0 form shown in Figures 1 thru 10 on following pages. 
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Quarterly Assessments 

The Federal Nursing Home Reform Act states that NF residents must be periodically 
assessed by a uniform system.  The Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) Medi-Cal 
Clinical Assurance & Administrative Support Division (CAASD) requires either the asterisked 
(*) portions of a recently completed (within the last four months) MDS 2.0 form or the 
asterisked (*) portions of the MDS Quarterly Assessment Form 2.0 be completed and 
submitted with the LTC TAR requesting reauthorization of services.  The MDS Quarterly 
Assessment Form 2.0 is shown in Figures 11 and 12 on following pages. 

The CDPH Licensing and Certification Program requires NFs to document assignment of all 
the data elements contained on the Quarterly Assessment form every quarter.  NFs may use 
the computerized version of the MDS Quarterly Assessment Form 2.0 or the hard copy form. 

Ordering the State Operations Manual and the LTC RAI Training Manual 

Instructions for completing the MDS 2.0 form are in the State Operations Manual, 
Transmittal #272, and the Health Care Financing Administration’s Long Term Care Resident 
Assessment Instrument (RAI) Training Manual – Version 2.0.  These publications are 
available through the National Technical Information Services, U.S. Department of 
Commerce.  To receive a copy, call 1-800-553-6847 and ask for publication number PB-
95950007 (Transmittal #272) or PB-96109053 (RAI Training Manual). 
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Figure 1: MDS 2.0 Form – Page 1 (Section AA) 

Only the asterisked sections are required for authorization. 
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Figure 2: MDS 2.0 Form – Page 2 (Sections AB through AD) 

Only the asterisked sections are required for authorization.    



tar ltc mds 
5 

Part 2 – TAR for Long Term Care: MDS Form 

Page updated: August 2020 

 

Figure 3: MDS 2.0 Form – Page 3 (Sections A through C) 

Only the asterisked sections are required for authorization. 
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Figure 4: MDS 2.0 Form – Page 4 (Sections D through G-1) 

* Only the asterisked sections are required for authorization.  
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Figure 5: MDS 2.0 Form – Page 5 (Sections G-2 through J-1) 

Only the asterisked sections are required for authorization.  
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Figure 6: MDS 2.0 Form – Page 6 (Sections J-2 through N-4) 

Only the asterisked sections are required for authorization.   
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Figure 7: MDS 2.0 Form – Page 7 (Sections N-5 through R) 

Only the asterisked sections are required for authorization.   
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‹‹Figure 8: MDS 2.0 Form (Section V Resident Assessment Protocol Summary)›› 

Only the asterisked sections are required for authorization  
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Figure 9: MDS 2.0 Form – Page 10 (RAP Trigger Legend for Revised RAPS, Page 1) 

Only the asterisked sections are required for authorization.   
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Figure 10: MDS 2.0 Form – Page 11 (RAP Trigger Legend for Revised RAPS, Page 2) 

Only the asterisked sections are required for authorization.  
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Figure 11: MDS 2.0 Form – Page 12 (MDS Quarterly Assessment Form, Page 1) 

Only the asterisked sections are required for reauthorization.   
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Figure 12: MDS 2.0 Form – Page 13 (MDS Quarterly Assessment Form, Page 2) 

Only the asterisked sections are required for reauthorization. 
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‹‹Legend›› 

‹‹Symbols used in the document above are explained in the following table.›› 

Symbol Description 

‹‹ This is a change mark symbol. It is used to indicate where on the page the 
most recent change begins.  

›› This is a change mark symbol. It is used to indicate where on the page the 
most recent change ends. 
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